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PREFATORY NOTE 


This is the twelfth of a series of reports by the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics, presenting results secured from envmerative sample surveys of farm 
wages and farm wage rates. The surveys were planned and conducted by a Bureau- 
wide wage project committee, with Louis J. Ducoff as chairman, under the gene 
eral direction of Conrad Taeuber » Office of the Chief. Members of the committee 
ares Glen T. Barton, Emerson M. Brooks, Charles F. Cannell, Charles A. Gibbons, 
Margaret Jarman Hagood, Roger F. Hale, Earl &. Houseman, Barbara Bo Reagan. 

The State Agricultural Statisticians cooperated in conducting the field opera- 
tions of the surveys. 


The surveys include collection of information on wages and wage rates 
of seasonal farm wrkers in special crop areas of various States. This report 
presents the information obtained for the harvest of cherries and plums in 
May and June 1945 and of peaches in August and September 1945 in California. 
In addition to reports on wages of harvest workers in special crop areas, 
other reports are being issued presenting wage and related information for 
all hired farm workers, both regular and seasonal, on the basis of the 
national surveys. 


CONTENTS 
Page Page 
Summary | af Wages in the Plum Harvest, 
Introduction 3 Southern San Joaquin Valley 17 
Type of worker ig 
Wages in the Cherry Harvest, Rates of pay 19 
San Joaquin County 4, ' Hours of work 20 
Type of wrker 5°. Earnings 20 
Rates of pay 6 Perquisi tes 21 
Hours of work a Method of sampling a2 
Performance g 
Earnings 9 Wages in the Peach Harvest , 
Perquisi tes 10 San Joaquin Valley . 23 
Method of sampling 10 Type of wrker atl, 
Rates of pay 26 
Wages in the Cherry Harvest, Hours of wrk 26 
Santa Clara County 12 Performance 28 
Type of worker 13 Earnings 30 
Rates of pay Y Perquisi tes 31 
Hours of wrk 15 Method of. sanpling 32 
Earnings 15 
Method of sampling mlLoe 


a! 


Prepared by William H. Metzler. Special acknowledgment is made to 
George Scott, State Agricultural Statistician, and to Catherine Senf and 
Wynne Rowlands of his staff for supervising the field work. 


VASES. AND WAGE RATSS OF FANM WORKERS IN 
SELECTED DECIDUOUS FRUIT HARVESTS, 
CALIFORNIA, MAY-SEPTEMBER 1945. 


SUMMARY 


Deciduous fruit operations in California are highly standardized, yet 
wide variations were found to exist in type of workers and wages Be acde 


The type of worker employed varied more largely with area than with 
any other factor. Local Mexican workers were particularly numerous in the 
southern part of the San Joaquin Valley. Over half of the working force in 
the plum harvest in Fresno and Tulare Counties were local Mexican workers 
and 40 percent were white workers of non—Mexican extraction. Composition of 
the: picking force for freestone peaches in the same arca two months later 
was very similar. 


In the central part of the State, however, harvest crews were largely 
composed of migratory white workers of non—Mexican cxtraction. Eighty per-— 
cent of the cherry pickers in San Joaquin County and two—thirds of the peach 
pickers in the Stanislaus and Sutter areas wore of this type. In Santa Clara 
County the workers were largely local white workers of non—Mexican extraction. 


Wives of such migratory whites workers in the San Joaquin and Sutter 
areas worked in the orchards with their husbands, but women in the Frosno- 
Tulare, Stanislaus and Santa Clara arcas were employed in cutting and pack— 
ing but not in, orchard operations. 


Methods and rates of payment varied according to crop, type of worker 
and area. When fruit required carcful handling, such as plums and peaches 
for the market, growers paid on an hourly basis. When specd and labor costs 
were more important than careful handling, as in picking cannery peaches or 
cutting peaches, the work was usually done on a piece rate basis. In case 
both speed and careful handling werc important, as in picking cherrics, some 
growers paid on one basis and some on another. 


Rates of pay in the plum harvest varivd according to arva. Part of the 
industry is located in southern California, where wage rates are lower than 
in the central part of the State. The most common wage rate in Kern County 
was 70 cents an hour, whereas in Tulare and Fresno Countics it was 85 cents 
per hour. 


The usual work day was 9 hours, but hourly employees worked somewhat 
longer than those paid by piece baie hicxican Nationals somowhat longer than 
domestic laborers, and men somuwhat longur than women. 


In operations paid for at picce rates, thero was groat variation in 
earnings among individual workers doing the same type of work. Among cherry 
pickers in San Joaquin County one adult picker earned only 15 cents an hour, 
and another varned 52.40. Yet The average earnings per worker were 97 ccnts 
per hour, in both San Joaquin and Santa Clara Countivs. In San Joaquin Coun-— 
ty, payment was on a picce ratc basis and in Santa Clara it was on an hourly 
DAaLS,. 
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Arca differences were important. Hourly earnings in the Fresno—Tulare 
area averaged &4 cents both in the plum and peach harvests; in Kern County 


they were 73 cents for picking plums. In Stanislaus County peach pickers 
averaged $1.24 an hour and in the Sutter arca 31.17. 


Wages in operations’ erploying women and children were notably lower. 
Cherry packers in Santa’ Clara County carned an average of 69 cents an hour, 


peach cutters in Stanislaus. County 70 cents, and in the Sutter area 60 cents. 


~ 3- 
INTRODUCTION 


California ordinarily produces approximately 40 percent of the deciduous 
fruits grown in the nation, This includes more than 90 percent of the apricots 
and figs and almost that proportion of the grapes and prunes. It produces more 
than one-third of the peaches, pears. and plums and smaller proportions of the 
cherries and apples. 


Production of these crops is generally concentrated in small areas where 
Soil and climatic conditions are particularly favorable. Commercial acreages 
in California of some of the chief deciduous fruit crops are located as fol- 
lows: Figs - Four-fifths in Fresno and Merced Counties; Apples — Two-thirds in 
Sonoma and Santa Cruz Counties; Cherries -— Two-thirds in San Joaquin and Santa 
Clara Counties; Cling Peaches ~ Two-thirds in Sutter and Stanislaus Counties; 
Raisin Grapes ~ Over half in Fresno County; Prunes ~ Almost half in Santa Clara 
County. The other decidueus fruits in California are scattered somewhat morc 
widely. 


The annual harvest season for California deciduous fruits starts with 
harvest of cherries in San Joaquin and Santa Clara Counties, This ordinarily 
Occurs around the latter part of May and is foliowed closely by the plum har— 
vest in Fresno and Tulare Counties. The third major ‘crop to be harvested is 
apricots, starting in June and ending in July, Karly peaches also are harvested 
for the market in June, but the commercial canning and drying varictics ripen 
during the carly part of August. The peak of the pear harvest occurs at about 
the same time as for peaches. Jn the latter part of August grapes, figs and 
prunes are ready for harvest, The svason closes with the gathering of apples 
in the Santa Cruz area in October and November and the harvesting of Emperor 
grapes in Tulare County in December, 


The result of local specialization and differences in harvest periods is 
that a large migratory labor force is required that will move from crop to crop 
as cach matures, Operations for cach crop have been highly standardized, the 
Size of field boxes is usually uniform, and wage rates from one orchard to an— 
other are quite comparable. During the war period when the supply of laboras 
was quite short, some growers started offering unusually high wage rates in 
erder to attract labor, but fedcral wage ceilings tended to restore the uniform 
ity of wage rates from one orchard to another. . 


The Bureau of Agricultural Economics made special studics of wages and 
earnings in the harvest of three of the major deciduous fruit crops during 1945. 
Wages in the cherry harvest were surveyed in San Joaquin and Santa Clara Coun 
ties during the latter part of May and first part of June, in the plum harvest 
in Fresno and Tulare Counties during the middle of June, and in the picking of 
peaches in Fresno, Tulare, Stanislaus, Sutter and Yuba Counties difring August 
and September. 
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WAGES IN THE CHERRY HARVEST, 
SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, 
MAY 22 — JUNE 7, 1945+ : 


San Joaquin is the leading county in California in the production of 
cherries, The report of the San Joaquin County Agricultural Commissioner 
indicates that 18,475 tons, valued at 5,583,373, were produced in 1945, 
Those were produced on 4,102 acres, 1,558 in Bing cherries, 1,041 in Royal 
Annes, 827 in Tartarians and the balance largely in Lamberts, Chapmans, and 
Black Republicans. | . 


The 1945 season was abnormal in that cool weather had delayed ripening 
of the cherries for two wevks. Growers reported spotty yiclds. Some growers 
had full crops of from six to cight tons to the acre, while othors had yiclds 
only half of normal. 


According to reports of the Farm Lavor Project of the Agricultural Ex- 
tension Service, the season started slowly eround the first of May and moved 
into full operation by the last of the month (table 1). 


Table 1.--Number of workers engaged in the cherry harvest and percentage of 
completion, week by weck, 1945. 1/ 


: Number of workers ; Percentage of 
CEES ies ae engaged in harvest + completion 
May 5 50 0 
May 12 50 1 
May 19 1,000 1 
May 26 5, 000 3) 
June 2 6,000 40 
June 9 6,000 715 
June 16 5,000 90 
June 23 5, 000 99 


ek iia 5 dana at co ai cs Nl es or akc 2 es 
i/7 Source: “California Weckly Farm Labor Reports," Agricultural Extension 
Service Farm Lebor Project, Lay «= .June 1945. 


The Bureau of Agricultural Economics’ survey was mace during the period 
from May 22 to June 7, as the harvest season was moving into its peak. At 
that time picking of th Tartariens vas coming to a close, tha 

at its peak and picking of tne Royal Annes had just begun. 


Chorrios are ordinarily picked into 14-quart buckets and then eampticd 
snto ficld boxes, Pickers usually work from ladders, sometimes as tall as 
40 feet, but a few of the cherrics can be picked from the ground. Hach picker 
has a card in which a punch mark is made cach time he omptics a bucket of 
cherrivs in the field boxes: on the truck row. The checking may cither be 
done by the crow boss, by a foreman employed by the operator, or by the 
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operator himself. When more than one member of a family is working, they usu- 
ally have their buckets punched on the same card. Some growers pay their 
workers in cash at the end of cach day, as this practice scems to please a 
good many of the pickers. Others pay once a weck, or at the request of the 
worker. 


Pickers work in loosely organized crews. Some of these crews are re- 
cruited cach morning in the rooming house area of Stockton. The labor con- 
tractor relying upon such workers may have to recruit practically a new crew 
each morning. Most of the pickers, however, are migratory white workers of 
non—Mexican extraction who live in camps maintained by cither the labor con-— 
tractor or grower, or have trailers or other housing of their own. If workers 
fine) tic ravesct pay, yreld Of Iruit, size of the tress, or other conditions 
are not to their liking, they ask for their pay and go elsewhere. 


Practically all the 1945 crop in San Joaquin County was purchased on the 
trees by cherry buyers. Some had their own picking crews, but for the most 
part they relied on labor contractors — actually labor scouts — to secure their 
workers for them. 


Type of worker.—The survey covered 54 crews composed of 801 workers, an 
-average of slightly under 15 members per crow. Of these, 650 were white workers 
of non—Mexican extraction, mostly migretory, 34 were Negrocs, 77 were local 
workers of Mexican extraction, 26 Filipinos and 14 imported Mexican Nationals, 
(table 2). 


Table 2.--Type of worker engaged in cherry picking, by racc, nationality, sex 
and age, san Joaquin County, California, May 22 —- June 7, 1945, 


Race, nationality ; All workers’ : | Age 1/ 
and Sex 4! ; Number: Percent: Under 16°: 18— 3 45-over 
Number Percent, Number Numoer Numoer 
All workers - 801 LOO : SEA ee easy 103 
White, non-Mexican extraction 650 ett ORD pase esi 27 
Male , 492 61 y 20 398 ie 
Female 158 PAO iis 12 iss 13 
Local Mexican . fad Omar = 65 12 
Male 1 2 al - one 12 
Female 2 eT As = 2, Es 
Mexican National . : 
Male 14 we : = 1A so 
Filipino . 
Male 26 pore he. = 4 sa 
Negro Ree 4 i ~ 30 Mb: 
Male 26 coe hea ps ee Zz 
Female 8 Uae, - 8 = 


ay, Data as to age of some workers incomplete. 
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Four-fifths of the workers were males, the balance usually were Wives or 
daughters of pickers. Women ordinarily picked the smaller trees or the lower 
branches of tall trcoes, while the men were using 18, 20-, 24-, 32-, or 40-foot 
ladders to pick out the tops. 


Cherry picking ordinarily is done by able-bodied adults. Only 20 of the 
male and 12 of the female workers were undcr 18 years of age, and less than 
onc-fifth of the men and one-tenth of the women were over 45. 


Rate of paye—A federal wage coiling-rate for cherry picking of 4 cents 
a pound or 90 cents an hour was in effect in San Joaquin County. Both workers 
and growers believed that the 90-cent rate was too low. Some growers also 
claimed that the 4-cent a pound rate was also too low and that some operators 
were paying above it. 


Actually there was considerable flexibility in the rates paid, in spite 
of the cciling. This was largely owing to the fact that most growers followed 
the traditional system of paying by the bucket rather than by the pound (table 
3). Most growers interpreted the 4-cent a pound ceiling rate as 80 cents a 
bucket, reasoning that the 14-quart picking bucket held an average of 20 pounds. 
Some pointed out, however, that their fruit was small and the buckets were only 
averaging from 17 to 18 pounds, yet thoy had to pay 80 cents to hold their pick- 
ers. Three operators, however, were paying’less than 80 cents for a 14-quart 
bucket and one grower'was,paying less than 80 cents for a 16—quart bucket. He 
stated that those buckets held only 20 pounds of cherries. At the other cx- 
treme, one operator was paying 80 cents for a 12-quart bucket and another 
claimed that many of his 14~quart buckets weighed as much as 25 pounds. Others 
pointed out that they were paying slightly above the scale because they had a 
avehti yield of; cherries. gues 


Table 3.—Wage rates of workers engaged in cherry picking, San Joaquin County, 
California, May 22.- June 7, 1945. 


Unit * Rate per unit ; Number oe ee ae 
Br ae he ee ee eee 
Number Percent 
Total ae SVs 100 
Bucket 

16-quart 41.00 iL 5 
tt 30 8 aS 
" «70 al 22 
14—quart »SO 22 40 
m oa fe 2} Gi 
tt eer ay A 
12—quart 280 1 2 
" -70 ale A) 
14- and 16-quart Bova “1.00),..7eS « fie 2) 
i" " si0) 2 6 
14-quart -8Q0 and 1.00 a 2 
Pound Od, 12 22 


ha 
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Some workers incorrectly interpreted the cuiling rate as a minimum rate. They 
watched the rates of pay very critically and were ready to quit without warn— 


ing if they believed the grower was paying less than the "eovernment" ratc. 


Hours of work.——Records for individual crews were taken for only one 
day's work during the enumeration period. On the day of emummeration 11 of 
the crews worked 8 hours; 2 worked 8.5; . 11 worked 9 hours; 3, 9-53 and 
20, 10 hours. Few workers failed to work a full ddy. The average work—day 
of all workers was 9.4 hours (table 4). Pickers of Bing chorrivs worked an 
average of 9.2 hours a day; of Royal Annes, 9/63) and Tartarians,.9.5. (This 
difference apparently is associated with the relative perishability of the 
different varictics. Tartariens have to be picked quite rapidly after start— |. 
ing to ripen, while %the Bings keup longest. 


Table 4.--Averago hours por day, performance and varnings of cherry pickers 
by variety; yield, height of tree and type of workor, San Joa- 
quin County, Californie, Mey 22 —--dunc 7, 1945. 
> Numbor :Average: Buckots : 
Sia ete ee : picked 1/ > carnings 
height o: he Sisworkecd Wy Par )2: Por) = Perr is. Bear 
type of worker PEO eee (Cys OUT. twa Wh sATIOUIGS eel 


All Cherrics 2/ SOL Ged eee ial h ede Meee LC 
Varicty . 
Bing 382 9.2 ane Age ee 8.90 
Tartarian 178 9.6 ei ee elnce 91 8.90 
Royal Anne 2/ 115 CRT O Mia te b4 aay Lee ey ey Or muLOeL) 
Mixed 3/ 126 9.2 £308) ~ 9.9 89 8,10 
Wield 4/, . ‘ 
Under 3 tons per acre BL 8.9 Teo Oe TRC 92 §.30 
PaO. 5, 9) tons parzacre 200 10.0 ed apg 093 Os20 
4 tons per acre and over 228 9.5 1636 “30 ber 306 210,15 
Height of Tree ) 
Short 145 94 aie a ie “e 1.06 LOs00 
Medium 191 Pont peecenster eStats ba aed 
Tali 3OC 94 gion aa hops: o9L 8.60 
Type of worker 5/ 
White,non-Mexican extraction 650 9.6 et Ue ee sou 9.30 
Local Mexican 77 9.2 ONE Gol Be 80 740 
Mexican National L4 ON ice eae enc e200 
Filipino 26 9.3 LAGS meet i6e See 
Negro JE 8.8 view 2 Og e 094, 8.30 
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1/ Reduced to 14-quart buckets. 

2/ The number of reports in the samplo on picking Hoyal Annes was approximatec— 
ly 50 percent of the normal proportion to be expected for this variety. Hence 
in- obtaining averages for hours worked, performance and carnings for pick>rs 
of all varieties of cherries, data on workers picking Royal Anne cherries were 
weighted twice as heavily as those on other workers, 

3/ Usually small acreages of Bings and Royal Annes. 

4/ Yield this picking. | 

5/ Separate data not compiled for age and sex groups since a large number of 
wemen and children had their buckets punched on the same card with the head 
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Performance.—-As pickers belonging to the same family usually had their 
buckets punched on the same card, performance data could not be obtained on a 
strictly individual basis. For those individuals for whom separate data were 
available, however, performance was highly variable. The range of performance 
for adult male workers was from 2 buckets to 30 buckets in a 10-hour day. Per- 
formance of members of one crew ranged from ‘2 -buckets to 15 buckets. One crew 
of pickors averaged 19 buckets por 10-hour day, while another averaged 7 buck-— 
ets though both were picking Bing cherries in orchards with an estimated yield 
of 3 tons to the aerc. Such extremes, however, were uncommon anc most pickers 
made from 9 to 14 buckets a day. 


The greatest difference in output among workers was duc to diffcrences 
in skill. However, three other factors were highly important: first, the - 
varicty of cherries; second, the yicld, and third, the height of the trees. 


Workers averaged 1.34 buckuts per hour of Royal Anne Cherrics, (1.1 20U 
Bings, and 1.11 of Tartarians (table 4). These differences may be partially 


related to variations in yicld, as the average yield for Royal Anne cherries 
3 > ‘ od 


¢ 


was 4.4 tons per acre compared to 4.1 for Tartarians, and 3.0 for Bings (table 


3). 


Growers were asked to ostimate the yield of their trees f 
cular picking whon the survey was mads, The wsbimeses ranged from 1 to 10 
tons to the acre, the average being 3.4 tons. They were also asked to state 
Ss 


LU 
the most common: Length of. Ladder they were usin, Tne range wa from 8~foot 
ladders to 40-foot extension ladiwcrs. Many growers gave a range of ladder 
sizes rather than specifying any particuler length. Thirty of the 48 growers 
who replicd, used cxtonsion ladders, but. number of these used them on only 
a few trecs. Most of the oxtension ladders were 32 feot.. An estimate of 
tree size was worked out from tho. type of laduer used. 
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Determination. of performance on the basis of yield and height of the 
tree was highly complex. These two variables were interrelated as the 
larger the tree, the heavier the production p:-r acre to be expected ann 
some orchards the trees. are more than 40 foot tall and are stiditmes. 
heavily loaded when. yielding 8 tons to the acre. From the pickers" stand— 
point, the most significant factor is the yield per square feet of bearing 
surface. - Next to that is-the fact that placement of 32-—foot extension lad- 
ders is a2 much longer and.more difficult process than sdtting up 10—- or 12- 
foot tripod ladders. sthe height factor was further complicated by the 
practice of allowing the women and children to pick from the short ladcers, 
while the head of the family used.the lohger one to pick from the tops of 
the tres, 


When yield is taken separately, the average. output of pickers was 1.36 
buckets per hour on trecs that yiclded over 4 tons to the acre compared to 
1.20 buckets on trees vielding less than 4 tons. Pickcrs on short and medium— 
sized trees, picking cither from the srouna or from 8-,10-,12- or 14-foot 
ladders, avereged 1.31 buck2ts pur hour compared with 1.35 buckets on trees 
requiring 16-, 1& or 20-footrt ladders. ‘The average output of a worker was 
1.15 buckets per hour on trees requiring the use of an extension: iaaders 


ee ovis 


Some growers with tall trees indicated thet the, pickers had refused to 
pack oie Cherries. ob tie bop Of “Ene trae for the ceiling rate. 


A combinationuof all these factors can be observed in an cxamination 
of the output of varrous types of workers. Thco-26-Filipino workers had the 
highest performance rate, averaging 1.7 buckets per hour, and the Mexican 
National crew was second with 1.4 buckets per hour. Members of both groups 
were relatively young and Ca aes mos Both groups wero also helped by 
good picking conditions. The lexican Nationals were picking Tartarians from 
12— and 14-foot ladders in cn ee eee a 45—ton yield. Seventeen of the 
Filipino pickers were picking Bings from &-to 18-foot ladders in an orchard 
With an 8-ton yields’ On the other hand,. the orchards worked_in by_local 
crews of Mexican extraction had average yiclds ranging from 14 to LS Tons: bo 
the acre and averagimeg 23 tons to the acre. Part of the white workers of 
non—Mexican extraction and Negro crews were women. Diffcrentials in per- 
formance according to sex could not be asccrtained. 


Earnings.—-As can be judged from the figures on output, the carnings 
of cherry pickers for whom individual information was obtained were highly 
variable. The slowest individual worker carned $1.50 in a 10-hour day and 
the fastest $24.00. iar nveS also varicd from crew to crew. The Slowest crew 
averaged $5.20 per worker in a 10-hour day, and tho fastest $17.00 in a 9- 
hour day. Both crews were picking Bing cherrics, the former in an orchard 
with large trees and a 3-ton yield, the latter in one with smaller trees and 
the same yield. ‘ ‘ 


Workers picking Royal Anne cherrivs had somewhat higher carnings than 
those picking Bings or Tartarians (table 4). This was to oe expected as the 
yield of Royal Anne cherries is ordinarily heavicr than of tho other varic, 
tieseand tho imu. ts more likely to nang in clusters’ 


Average carnings per hour ranged from 92 cents per hour in orchards 


yiclding under 3 tons per acre to $1.06 in those yielding over 4 tons. Ac+ 
cording to height of tree, varnings varied from 91 cunts to. $1.07 per hour, 


As indicated bythe performance data, Filipino and’ Mexican National 
workers had relatively Weeiercarmines. Tio Piliioinos corned an average ob 
61.34 an hdur and $12.40 a day, while the Moxican Nationals’ carned %1,20 an 
hour and $12.00 a day. These roturns are quite high compared with those of 
the local pickers-of Mexican ‘extraction, who picked on the poorer orchards, 
earning 80 ccnts an hour and $7.40 a day. The white workers of non-Mcxican 
extraction and Negro crews carned close to the average for all pickers in 
the survey. 


Average carnings of all workers in the harvest are estimated at 97 
eents an hour or $9.13 for a 9.4-hour day. In arriving ct this average, 
data for workers picking Royal Anne cherries were multiplicd by two so as 
to give them their represcntation based on this varicty's proportion of 
the total cherry acreage in the county. 


Slightly less than a third of the pickers warned under 80 cents an 
hour. <A similar proportion earned from 80 conts to bl.00 par- hours tend 937 
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perecnt earned (1.00 an hour or more (table 5). On a daily basis, 38 percent 
earned Less than $7.50. Son enna Loss than one-third carned from $7.50 to 
$9.99. One-third carncd.over 310. 00, per day. 


cokers per hour and per day, San Joaquin 
22°- June 7, 1945. 


Nunber and percent of workers carning 


Earnings : cach amount 
¢ Number so Percents 
Per hour oe 7 801 100 
Under 3.20 ? a20 32 
‘1.00 and over 299 Bly 
Per day aah Coe BOD ou) eee 
Under $7.50 | 304, Nigh ists 
$7 250 nec 9.99 244, 30 
#10,00 and over ZS BM: 


eee Eee 


Perquisites.—A fcw operators furnished their workers camping space 
and others furnished transportation. It is not common, howover, for cherry 
operators to furnish anything except laduers and bucke ts. The few Mexican 
Nationals engaged in. the harvest were supplicd with lodging and transporta— 
tion. 


Method of sampling.—-Cherrivs in San Joaquin County are grown in about 
400 orchards scattered over’ an arec of nearly 300 square miles north and cast 
of Stockton. With the help of the County Agricultural Commissioncr, the cher- 
ry producing arva was dclincatod on maps and divided into 52 scgments having 
approximately equal acreages of cherries (avernging 80 acres). Enumerators 
were instructed to obtain inforration on one day's work for the first crew 
encountered in vach segment and if this crow had less than 16 workers to get 
a second crew in the segment... A few seguonts had no crews working, cither 
because the orchards had already been picked out or would not be ready to 
pick during the period of the survey, 


Information was obtained from D4, CLEWS in 49 segments. spaced over the 
12-day. period. A check of sample schedules indicates satisfactory represen— 
tation geographically but underreprescntation of pickers on Royal Anne cher-— 
rics. This resulted from a reduction of the numbur of cnumerators in the 
latter part of the survey period, when this variety wes at peak harvest. As 
indicated in the tables, corrections for this basen have been 
made in.obtaining the over-all average tine worked and carnings flor the area. 
This correction is based on hs following comparison of man—days ,of cherry_ 
picking work covered in the survey, with 1945 bearing acres by varicties: 


Ny AI es 


Varioty Man-—days 1945 Bearing Acres 
Bing 382 Big po =| 
Tartarian 178 827 
Royal Anne has: 3 OL. 

Mixed 126 = oe 
Other ie 676 
Total 799 4,102 


No corrections were made in the frequency distributions of hourly and 
daily earnings. 
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WAGES IN TH CHERRY HARVAST, 
SANTA CLARA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 
MAY 28 — JUNE 2, 1945 


Cherries in Santa Clara County ripen a week or two aftor those in San 
Joaquin County. There isa small movencnt of workers from the San Joaquin 
arce for this harvest, but most of the picking is done by local’ Tabor.” Aic- 
cording to the Gailifornia Cooperative Crop Reporting Service, therc were 
2,593 acres of cherries in Santa Clara County in 1944, largely Royal inne, 
Tartarian, and Bing varictics. 


Though the 1945 crop was latc, yields were good and the labor supply 
adequate. Officials of the Kericultural Extension Servico Farn Labor Project 
stimate that the number of, workers omployed in the harvest was largest to- 
ward the ond of June, when the late varictics were being harvested (tabics6)\ 


g tho cherry harvest and percentage of 


Table 6.--Number of workers engaged in 
completion, week by week, 1945. i 


: Number workers : Percentage 


Week ended Sits : 
: ongaged in harvest : of completion 


May 26 750 0 
June 2 1,000 2). 
June 9 1,200 of 
June 16 3,000 2/ 
June 23 3, 500 fis. 
June 30 3, 100 90 
July 7 2,000 99 


fy! Source: 'California Weekly Farm Labor Reports," Agricultural Extension 
Service Farm Labor Project; May — June 1945. 
2/ Percentage not given. 


Approximately two out of three of these workers were engaged in 
a 


picking cherrics, and the balance im pa @; sorting, nailing, neville, 
and other jobs associated with the harve 
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The Bureau of Agricultural Economics survey of farm wages was made at 
the early part of the scason and covered the period from May 28 to June 2. 
At that time the Tartarian and other carly market varictics were boing han- 


dled. Harvesting of Royal Anne, Ping and other late vorictics was not 
covered. 


Cherry growers in this county generally manage their own picking and 
packing operations, therefore both operations were covered by the survcy. 
The same workers may come back to them year after year or the operators may 
hire their workers through the same foreman or labor contractor. In this 
way, an expert and dependable force ef cherry pickers has been built up. 
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e of worker.—The survey covered all hired workers engag ced in harvest 
operations. Included among the workers vers 252 niokers;*105 packers, 2 
sorters, @ nailers, 6 truck drivers and loaders, 5 foremen and § forewomen, a 
total of 386. 


The pickers were largely skilled Ttalian and Czech workers fron the 
Gan Jose area. There were 19° of these and they were supplementec by <0 local 
Be 2.6. Ne 


Liexicans, 6 Uexican Nationa 


sh 


y 
s and 6 Negroes (table 7). 


Table 7.--liorkers engaged in the cherry harve 
nationality, sex and age, Santa 
dune <, 1945. 


,» by operation per formed, race, 
lara Comty, Californias May 28 - 


Operation, race -Total workers: Sex : Age 
nny ~ 1. be ee) yt i | eam Teeimed y vo 
and nationality - Number:Percent: liale :Female: Under 12: 18-44 :45-—ove 
ane Netlona thy piale :Female:Under Lo: 10-44 s4o-0Ver 
Number Percent iuaber Number Numoer iwaber Number 


Picking 

PaY pickers 252 

White, 1 1on—L.ex car 
extraction 199 

Local ce 

Mexican National 6 2 

Negro 6 

Unclassified 1/ 2 S g - - 
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vorkers incomplete. 
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Women in this arca did less ficld work than the wives of the migratory 


workers who move up and down the San Joaquin valley. Only 3 of the pickers 
were women, but all of the pecking wes cone by women. ; 


Most of the workers were from 18 to 44 years of ago, Only a few of 
the pickers were undcr 18 years old, but a sicnificant proportion were over 


45. 


Rates of pay.—The maximum rates of pay pormitted by the WFA wage 
stabilization orders were $1,00 an hour or 4 cents per pound. Of the Rae 


pickers, 231 were paid at the 41,00 per hour rate (table 8).. The other i. 
workers were paid cither a lower hourly rate or 4° conts a pound. The 
lowest. hourly rate was 70 cents. 

ad 


Table 8.—Wage rates of workers engaged in the cherry harvest, Santa Clara 
County, California, May 28 - June.2, 1945. 


Operation and rate : Number and percent of workers 
_of pay Rey st pa aes _.. paid at this rate 
Nuraber Percent 
Picking 
All workers pis?) 100 
&1.00 per hour 2311 92 
.85 per hour a) Lf, 
280 per hour 1 ays 
~/0" per hour up O sea 
04. per: pound 5 6 
Packing 
All workers — 116, 2/ 100 
50035 per. box (Campbell lugs) 53 45 
025 per-box (Calex lugs) BH oe 
, Ongor noun a2 19 
»20 per hour Bl a 
L 00, per mou 3 3 
Sorting 
$.85 per hour 2 100 
Nailing 
&#1.00 per hour 8 100 as 
Hauling 
&,00 per hour 6 100 
Supervisors and foremen * 
All workers 5 1.00 
Gl,2> per hour 4 80 
i, 004 pene nour ah 20 
Forcewomen 
All workors g 100 
Ti. 2 bu pareioun ¥ V5) 
1.00 per hour 7) a3 
1/ Pessethnan.0 oeper cons 2 hoes aah 


2/ Some packers were paid at two picce rates hence this figure cxcceds the 
total number of packers shown in table 5. 
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Sorters were paid 85 cents an hour, nailers $1.00, and truck drivers 
and foremen $1.25. Cherry growers were inclinad to look on these wages as 
low and sympathized with their workers over the low pay scalcs established 
under the wage ceiling regulations. 


Packing work, done entirely by women, was paid at lower rates, Packers 
were paid at three different rates. Those who packed from a moving bclt usw 
ally received 70 cents an hour; picce rates for packing the Campbell 
lugs were 35 cents each and for packing the Calex eee ZS LCCIUS « wae 
forcwomen in the packing sheds wore ordinarily paid $1.00 an hour. 


Hours of work.—-The average working day for Bes cherry pickers was 9,5 
hours,. though some crews worked ll hours. Nailers and foremen worked long 
hours, 1152 per day for the nailers and 10.7 for a foremen (table 9). Work 
ing hours for the packers were quite irregular. They could not go to work 
in the morning until fruit was brought in ue the ener for them to Packs 
then they might be without fruit to pack several times. in the day. 


Coordination of the activities of all workers engaged in the harvest 
requires a good dual of planning. It is not uncommon for’ packers to run out 
of fruit if there are relatively few pickérs or if the hauling from the«or- 
chard to the shed is not done cxpeditiously. One packing crew in the survey 
averaged only 2.5 hours: of work 4 day. ; 


Earnings.—-As: @ few pickors were paid less than $1.00 an hour, the 
average wage of all pickers paid on an hourly basis was 99 cents. Their 
average carninss per day were 39.40. Among the workers who were paid 4- 
cents. a pound, one crew was composed of experts who averaged 1.25 an. hour, 
Two other crews paid plece rates were composed of "learners" and averaged. 
only 49 cents an hour and L660 a day. The smaller carnings of these 
"learners" brought the av ease returns to all pickers down to 97 cents an 
nour andsego.20 a day (table 9). 
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Table 9.-—-Hours and carnings of workers congaged in the cherry harvest, Santa 
Clara County, California, May 28 — June 2, 1945. 


* Number of 


Operation ; : Hours worked : Average carnings 

3 WOLKGrs. -:) ‘por day ser hour:Per day 
All workers 378 uf 8.6 90 7270 
Picking ae Oa pe 9.20 
Packinz 97 1/ eh ye 69-3596 


lf, Datavon daily earnings covered 97/ packers, on hourly earnings, 31. 


Cherry packers, all women, carned an average of :33.90 a day. The aver— 
age was held dovm by a number of crews which worked only 2 or 3 hours a day. 
Packers on whom hourly data were available carned an average of 69 cents an 
hour. 
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vost chorry pickers were paid 31.00 an hour and their daily carnings 
generally ran between 59,00 ‘arid’ 310.00. A total on ot percent carned less 
than 39.00 (table 10). Some of these were’ learners paid at piece rates and 
the rost were workers who worked parts of days, bringing their average for the 
survey week to less than 9 hours. More than half the workers earned from 39.00 to 
10,25 per day, and only 17 percent carned over $10.25. Their work-day gener— 
ally averaged from 10.5 to 11 hours. 


Table 10.—-Daily carnings of cherry pickers, Santa Clara County, California,, 
May 28 = June 2, 1945. 


Number and percent of workers earning 


Earnings : z specified amounts 
a ae oe aes Number i Percent % 
Workers reporting | 252 100 
Under {39.00 78 OL 
GF .00h—L0e2 de 131 52 
$10.25 and over 43 ae, 


Method of sampling.--A list was compiled of 88 growers whose cherry 
production was over» 1,000 lugs in 1944. These growers produced about &5 per- 
cent of the’ 1944 crop and employed 2 still higher proportion of the hired 
labor as the smaller growers depended to.a darge extent on family Jaber a ine 
list of growers was divided into two groups according to size of operation 
and then further’ subdivided into three groups according to:whether the growers 
were Located in the San Jose-Campbell, Mountain View-Sunnyveale, or .Berryessa 
districts. An effort’ was made to sample every fifth grower’ from: cach size— 
location group. 
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WAGES IN THE PLUM HARVEST, SOUTHIRN 
SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY, CALIFORNIA, 
TUNE IO = ea 1975. 


Plum production is expanding rapidly in California. The major pro- 
ducing arca is in Placer County which has over 9,000 acres in this crop. 
However, the major cxpansion is occurring in the Fresno—Tularc-Kern County 
area of the Southern San Joaquin Valloy. By 1944, this area had 5,'750 acres 
in plum production, and 2,400 additional acres will come into oes ing within 
a few years. 1/ 


There are numcrous varictics of plums, of which tho Santa Rosa is now 
the most important. Ripenine of the different varicties occurs over 4 peri-s 
od of several wecks and gives a needed spread to the harvest season. Fluns 
are color—picked for shipment to castorn markcts. They must be picked at 
just the right time so as not to become overripc. 


Picking operations are most frequently handled by the ship BREES althoug 
some growers conduct these operations.themsclves. Three pickings are ordina— 
rily made, although the number varios somewhat with the varioty andy yc ler, 
Plum, picking requires considerable care. The fruit is easily bruised and in- 
expert handling of ladders and buckcts may break off numerous fruit spurs. As 
plums Frequently hang in clusters, care not to remove the green with the ripe 
iyuLe, 1S necessary. 


The 1945 scason was several wecks late but otherwise normal. Growers 
had anticipated 2 light crop of sie Rosa plums but they were uneven in 
ripening instead and the total yield was approximately normal. The labor 
supply was adequate but there was no surplus. 


The Bureau of Agricultural Economics survey was linited to the southern 
San Joaquin Valley production area — including Fresno, Tulare and kern cae 
ties.  Preduction reaches its peak in Kern County about a.week ahead of the 
two countics to the north. Hence the survey in Kern County rclat 
week cnded June 16 and in Fresno and Tulare Counties it rclates 
ended June 23. 


The number of workers aaployed in the Seen in the areca surveyed 
were estimated by officials of the Agricultural Extension Service Farm Labor 
Project to be as follows: 


1/ Data from N. P. tee? Nebvepbieit, mere calling, Acreage Tsvimaves 
California Fruit and Nut Crops as of 1944," pa torre Crop and Livestock 
Reporting Service, June 1945. 
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Table 11.—Number of workers engaged in the plum harvest, and percentage of 
completion, Fresno, Tulare, and Kern Counties, California, 


1945. I/ : 
alg gett : Fresno County : Tulare County :__ Kern County 
Week :counties, : : : $ : : Per- 
ended sworkers - ; Workers :Percentage: Workers ;Perceritage: Workers ;:centage 
:employed : employed: complete : employed : complete : employed:employ« 

Number ‘Number Percent Number Percent Number Percer 
June 9 el SOO Looe =) 600 0 650 0 
June 16 By ooU 4,00 10 pee at 1,600 20 < 
June 23 5,400 600 20 2,100 22 © 2,800 45 
June 30 6,600 900 40 3,000 42 “5100 70 
July ‘7 6,000 ae 50 uD 3, 000 62 Oa # 
duty < + 345650 800 92 2,800 80 4,050 99 
UL Viee i wy hy ZOO ies 96 SUC y 83 - LOO 
July 28 950 1,25 sorege 500 90 2 100 


August 4 4,00 = 100 4,00 92 - 100 


1/ Source: "California Weekly Farm Labor Reports, "! Agricultural Extension Service 
Farm Labor Project, June — August 1945. 


Type of worker.—-Because inept plum pickers might do a good deal of damage, . 
no children were employed in this operation. The proportion of women was small, 
as women are usually engaged in packing instead of picking. Of 644 workers 
whose sex and race were reported, 71 were women (table 12). ‘ 


Slightly more than half of the pickers surveyed were workers of Mexican 
origin who lived in Fresno, Visalia, Tulare, and other towms and cities in the 
area, Another 40 percent were white workers of non—-Mexican extraction, and the 
remaining 8 percent were Mexican Nationals. 


Table 12.--Workers engaged in plum picking, by nationality and sex, Southern 
San Joaquin Valley, California, June 10 — 23, 1945. 


Nationality and : All workers :__—Number of workers 
iB sex : Number ; Percent: Fresno: ) Tularems ‘Kern 
Total ~ 808 100 268 | 295 24,5 
White, non-—Mexican extraction 253 40 31 ee 40 
Male 204 Be 18 146 40 
Female 49 typ )s) 13 36 - 
, Local Mexican 338 - Say tie AOD), | LOL =~ 
Male 316 49 220 96 ft 
Female PP 3 L7 5 ~ , 
Mexican National 53 8 - 12 Al 
Unclassified 1/ 164 2, - - 164 


V/ In Kern County 164 workers were not classified according to nationality and sex. 
2/ Not computed in percentages. 


(-19- 


Rates of pay.—-Operators prefer to. pay pickers on an hourly basis a 
practice encourages more careful handling of the fruit. Only 16 of wih 808 
pickers were paid on a picec_rate basis. This rate was 25 cents a box. 

Hourly rates of pay varicd from one part of the producing area to another 
In Kern County, a third of the workers were paid. 70 cents per hour and the re- 
mainder 75 cents. In Tulare County, about half were paid 80 cents por hour and 
the others, 85 cents. In this county- a crew-of.Mexican Nationals was paid ch 
cents an hour per worker, but growers claimed this wage differential was 
fied as the. Nationals received housing and transportation not supplicd to fe 
others.: In Fresno County, over two-thirds of tho workers were paid 85 cents 
per hour and the rest were paid 80 cents per hour (table 13). 

Table 13.—Wage:rates of workers ongaged in pickine plums, Southern San Joaquin 
Veutoy, vali fornia, June 10'—~ 23, 1945. 


4 s Tetal. inmbercof workers who wore paid 
County and type of worker snumber of: an Se Ne rate of ‘ 
ee ee eWor ere 28) 70) te (52 2 SCO it eO5 310 20 ee 

\11 workers ; 7192 31 176 Pe ale a 
Fresno County = : 
All workers “ 268 Bon ae 83 185 = 
White, non-Mexican extraction 31 te = eee a3 ~ 
Local Mexican 27 — — 5D ee — 
Tulare County 
Ali workers : ‘ 279 _ Ae B37 Peete ab 
White, non-Mexjcan extraction 166 = a 79 86 a 
Local et ane f : LOL me be 58 43° = 
Mexican Nationgl : ee - is - oe HO bites 
Kern county hs sf 
411 worker 225m Sl akets Patti — sy 
White, ee Bn enen 95) Seer ZO 55 a igen? se = 
Local Mexican 54 ~ Bi = = a 
Mexican National es ge ke: ‘asd 55 ey a * 

Percent Percent of workers paid above 
hourly rates 

All yorkers ae Totes ine) 22 Pheer a3) ty, 
Fresno County 100. _ — oul 69 = 
Tulare County Ap LOO - ate ‘£9 46 ae 

. Kern County ER ya Ree inet 33 67 — — — 


a 


ee, Less than 0.5. percent. : : 
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These differences follow the common pattern of wage rate differentials in 
the State. Wage rates increase from south to’north. They are lowest at the 
southern end where there are large reservoirs of Mexican labor and the harvest 


ee UE 


season is comparatively long. In tne San Francisco Bay area, ware rates are 
comparatively high both for industrial and apricultural labor, They are 
still higher at the northern end of the State, where labor supplies are con— 


paratively low. 


Hours of work.—-The average work-—day for all pickers was 9 hours 
(table 14). Mexican National workers averaged 9,6 hours and white workers 
of non—Ifexican extraction, 8.4 hours. 


The usual work-week was 6 days. However, some crews workec 7 days in 
the week and others only 4 or 5 days. Menbers of one crew averaged 10 hours 
a day and 66 hours in the week; members of another worked only 25 days or 
23 hours for the operator making the report. No attempt was made to ascer— 
tain the time worked by the surveyed workers in other farms. 

In some crews that were employed for 6 or 7 days in the week, some 
workers put in no more than 3 or 4 days. Whether this represented turnover 
or absenteeism was not learned. 
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Table 14.—Average hours of work per day of plum pickers by county, sex 
and nationality, Southern San Joaquin Valley, California, 
June LO 2237 1925% 


; Workers :_ Averaze hours of work per day 
reporting :All counties: Fresno :Tulare: Kern 


Type ot worker 


Humber Number Nunber Wumber Number 

All workers 808 9.0 8.6 Saul SS 
White,non—Mexican extraction Pass: Seah Soy 8.5 8.0 
Male AOL S44 eco Ss) €.0 
Female 49 oe 7 8.9 8.6 - 
Local Mexican 338 8.8 eispes: 8.9 _ 
Male 316 8 e 9 8 e 3 9 5 i = 
Female 22 ep eeu es) Ses ~ 
Mexican National Se: 9.6 - 10.0 9.5 
Unclassified 1/ 164 = - =), gi LOSO 


1/ In Kern County 164 workers were not classified according to nationality 
and SeX. 


Earnings.—Earnings varied on the basis of local waze levels, length 
of work-day and type of worker. Average earnings were 73 cents an hour and 
$6.95 a day in Kern County, 83 cents an hour and $7.20 a day in Tulare County, 
and 84 cents an hour and ‘37.40 in Fresno County (table 15). Mexican Nationals 
earned an average of 71 cents an hour and (36.90 a day, the white workers of 
non—Mexican extraction 80 cents an hour and 56.70 a day, and the local Mexicans 
84, cents an hour and 37.40 a day. These differentials. between groups were af— 
fected by differences in wave levels between areas, ~ 
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Table 15.—Average earnings per day of plum pickers by county, | sex, and 
a cy _ nationality, Southern San Joaquin Valley, CeiiO nies June 
LO a a5 1945. 


3 7 Tiere earnings per Gey 
Type Oh wader : Workers : All’ ; : 

: ‘reportingscounties: Fresno; Tulare Kern _ 
All mit chemeeaten st nb -ogo0e Os20crte BAA. Cre Bis20n « $700 
White, aoheMachoay ebecichhon 252i. eorekOs VOD een 1 6h neehndie60 
Males ind 8S. SeABdoruney -OsTOb Sx. 690i "heldhvnebeOO 
. Female mmne9) ad pw "TeOO Sater tie LO 6.99 - 
Local Mexican w33S podwtahO 7.40 7.30- _ 
Malle BUG. 2 bi pA Oiaty tow Ged, Walid bevehe 5 
- Female A2ry coh HOXCOaais. 6280.03 6.80 Fe 
Mexican National 53 scan ~ 7450 9.70 
Unclassified 1/ bs “ - 750 


“ah an Kern County 164 workers were not classified according to nationality 

and ‘SCX. 

Over half of the workers had earnings of between $7. OO and $8.00 a day 
(table 16). The few that earned over that amount worked very long hours, 


.. Those that received less:than $7.00 usually worked in the lower wage rate 


Bs sia but in some cases worked parts of days instead of full time. 


| Table 16.—Amounts eanned by plum pickers per hour and per day, Southern 
~" San si ony California, June 10 — 23, 1945. 
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: Workers earning speci ined amounts 


Earnings ee Number ‘Percent 
Workers reporting 808 100 
Per hour 

$70 - .79 | moe 32 
-80 — .84 220 27 
~85 and over 331 41 

Per day 

Under $7.00 a fl 34 
7.00 ~ 7.99 L444 we 
8.00 and over 93 La 
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Perquisites.—-Mexican National workers were furnished housing and 
transportation. A few of the other workers were furnished transportation 
but the number was small. 
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Method of sampling.—Plums in the San Joaquin Valley are raised by a 
large number “of growers, but” a relatively small number of: erower=shippers 
handle the shipping of the*crop. ‘Most ‘of the e¢rop of independent rowers 

is harvested by the shippers under varicus kinds of dereements with the 
growers. A few shippers. -act only as selling. agents for the growers and . 
have nothing to-do “with- the’ ‘Labor nee in eve sane lad pode 


. 
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K comphéte list “of “shippers in rene was. seamticad ithe the help. 
of the County Agricultural Commissioners. Preliminary to the determination 
“of a sample, all 27-of these-shippers were visited and information was obs 
‘tained on the number: of pickers employed by each andthe ‘percentace of ‘their 
Biter eniies consistinf of direct purchases of harvested fruit. At the same 
time, shippers were: acquainted with plans for the Hegre! and asked whether 
they would be willing to cooperate, if drawn in the sample. This -invelved 
furnishing payroll records om their own pickers and a names of independent 
growers from whom vey Cease to receive harvested fruit | during the: survey 
"week. a . soit ea 


Ta 
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A sample of 2 shippers was drawn in such manner as to give approxi— 
ridbeT3 ‘proportional representation in each of ‘the 3 canta A few Shippers 
who declined to cooperate in the survey were deliberately not drawn ih the 
saniple, although they were Neootecewedees lin determining ey number th ‘epee 
“to ibe included. is ae bast epaih 

eu vende vor ' Se cae - 

Entweratots were . H fick netod to obtain information coverins ail workers 
harvesting plums handled‘oy.the specified PiU Rey during the survey.week. 
This AeGuieod visits to a number of growers in addition to the specified & 
shippers, in cases where ‘the harvest was handled by srowers...To-avoid’ ex— 
cessive travel.where 4 large.number of small growers wereinvolved, enumer- 
ators were permitted to cut off the list after including cnough growers to 
account for 70 percent of the plane handled: by the shipper curing the 
survey weeke as 
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WAGES IN TIE PEACH HARVE ey a 
AN JOAQUIZ Vi .LEY,’  CALIFOR RNTA, 


: 
AUGUST — SIPTHRTR 1945 
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California produces about re cent of the peaches in the United 
states. Although most of the Nati Bee are produced, for hone use or 
Une Tréshvaarket,, over half of Peas grown in Galifornia are canned, 4 quar: 
4 


ter are cried, and only a sixth are sold fresh. Peaches hie Lor Cais 


tn : 


ning are ie OL tne srg aes variety, «whereas those,produced for 
eating or drying are freestones Peach production is rather rary scat- 


tered over the State, but the emtme producing. areas are in tne San Joaquin 
Valley. Whese areas include: first, the Sutter, Basin 
Butte Counties, where growers swvecialize in the prod 
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peaches for ne second, tie ..ocjiesto-Hugnson-Tenple 
County, where clingstones for canning are the major procuct -bu 
are produced also; and third, the Tulare-Fresno County area, which produces 
freestone peaches. 
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harvest operations for the three types of peaches disvfer. ‘Ireestone 


r : : diife stones 
HR ; re ane ms +t fo eos eee Sty Boe ee on ie a pe Lei ad eo paenaenere Al tire 
for the fresh market are quite soft and water7y and must be handled rapidly 
7 P| * Piya h es : act ae SS ie EN ee Weta Ba Fes i) Mere pe ss wes 
ana cCareiuliy. They are aiso highiy perishaole and mus de harvested: as 
a 3 


c . 
< e, 1a ne eager ay ae tae eee Land wey cane Lea ££ 
soon as meture enougn for shivming. Trees are picked over:.a. number of 


times in harvesting these. AS poaches for drying do not have to meet the 
same rigic market standards, a picker can sovally S 

Picking. Little care needs to bo exerci: 

freedom from blemi 


D> tne trees am one 


AAA r = es ce, Eee 3 
VAG DE aches are te be dried. 
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The clingstone peach is comparatively firm and not casily bruised. 
It matures ad on the SS henee dos not require ag vapic handling as 
a freestoéne. The trees can be stripped in one vi 

ripens vory unevenly. : 


: The) 1925 peach crop was repertcd by the California Caoncrative, Crop 
Reporting Service as above averave in all th i the areas. in.tne first 
area'the crop was of good qualit eather conditions during the harvest— 
ing season were quite favorable, ¥ tyoofactors. ten 

hamper the harvest. Deliveries to the canneries j 

heavy that provers had to be pieced on a aoa basis to prevent overloading 
the cannery facilities. Also, tne ae " labor was so aiuaie that growers 
were in constant fear of not being able to ee enough workers to harvest 
their. crors. However, the Agricuitural, xtension See ee rar Labor ortfices 
reverted that actual et ee ie labor were not freat. In the Sutter area 
a shortage of 100 workers was reported through the eee of the scason. 
A shortage: of 150 workers orted in the Tulare-Fresno area during -t 
latter part of August, at i 


; 
Pee ce beers ee 
Any Vay UO 


he Oy we 
’ a qbs- = a 
in. the Sut er area vere.so 


No 


een it beet Ly atetes heaacat 
inning be Une FaLSin harvey. 


The harvest season in the lare-Fresno area is somovhat carlicr than 
in the other two areas. Weck estiuates made by the farm labor offic 
the Acricultural Rxtension Service.as to the number of worers employed and 
the Stage of completion of the harvest in the three areas are as follo 
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Table 17.—Number of workers cngaged in the peach harvest and percentage of 
completion, week by week, fulare—Fresno, tanislaus. and 
Sutter areas, California, 1945. aly) 


>*Tulare—Presno Ares /': otanislaus Area : Sutter Area 
Week ended - Workers : + UVOrkerss 2. Workersis 


sensaged in:Percentage:engaged in:Percentage:engayred in:Percentage 
: harvest : complete : harvest : complete : harvest : complete 


SS 


June 16 500 2S - “= = = 
June 23 950 3 - - oe - 
June 30 750 6 ne “= = - 
July 7 28 10 oa G a a 
July 14 1,400 the) ~ - - - 
July 21 1,200 18 100 0 . a 
July 28 Byles, 20 300 2 60 O 
August 4 3,800 e) 600 5 Peo 5 
August 11 ory 10 5p 1,000 10 Hele) Bie 
August 18 4, 560 50 4,000 25 3,375 20 
August 25 5,550 60 6,000 50 6,200 50 
September 1 5,760 75 3,000 75 6, 100 75 
September & 4,700 85 6,000 90 5,400 90 
September 15 2,800 92 4,000 97 1,800 98 
September 22 EES 97 - 100 - LOO 


1/ Data from 'California Weekly Farm Labor Reports," issued by Farm Labor Office 
of the Agricultural Extension Service. 


The Bureau of Agricultural Economics Survey was made in the Tulare—Fresno 
area for the week ending August 11, when the harvest there was 35 percent com— 
plete and employment was near the maximum. In the Stanislaus area the survey 
was made for the week ending August 25, as employment was approaching its peak, 
In the Sutter area the peak period had already passed befére the survey was 
made, covering the weck of August 26 — September. 1, but operations were still 
close to capacity. ; | 


Type of worker,—The type of labor force in’ the three areas Varied, saln 
the Tulare-Fresno sector. approximately 60 percent of the pickers were local 
Mexicans and 40 percent were white workers of non—Mexican extraction, Mexican 
Nationals accounted for only 2.4 percent of the entire group (table 18). Very 
few local Mexicans were employcd in the Stanislaus area and noné were obtained 
in the sample. Almost 70 percent of the pickers were white workers’ of or 
Mexican extraction and 27.9 percent were Mexican Nationals, On¢ crew of 
Jamaicans was obtained in the sample, giving them a representation roughly 
proportionate to their number in the local labor force, 


In the Sutter area the proportion of the pickers that were white workers 
- a 
ag 


of non-Mexican extraction, amounted to almost 70 vercent. The rest of the 
oes and prison— 


ir 


workers included Mexican Nationals, local Mexicans, Hindus, Neer 
ers of war. 


Lars 


Very few Mexican women engaged in picking, but there were 73 white 
women of non—Mexican extraction employed at this work in the Tulare—Fresno 
Area, 6 at Modesto and 203 in the Sutter Arca, 


Peach cutting is light but tedious work ordinarily performed by women 
and children, This operation consists in taking the peaches from the field 
boxes, cutting then in half, romoving the pit, and placing the halves on a 
drying tray with the open side up.. Of 103 pcach cutters employed in the 
Tulare—-Fresno Area all but two were women, These two were boys who probably 
handled trays as well. as cut fruit. In the Sutter Area 26 workers were cut— 
ting peaches, 11 of than boys and the rest women and girls. 


Table 18.—-Type of vorkers engagec in the peach harvest by operation, by 
major producing area, California, August-September, 1945. 


—— 


ee eee fe ee ee. Se 
; Tulare-Fresno : otainislaus : Sutter 


Operation and : area : area : area 
type of worker Number :Percent: Number :Percent: Number :Percent 
All workers 1,066 - 358 ~ ry) - 
Picking 
All workers 885 100 eeys 100 2 Ol ag OU 
White, non-Mexican extraction 340 38 247 70 760 69 
Male 267 Bs AAL 68 FOU 50 
Fenale 73 8 6 2) 210 19 
Local Mexican 524 59 — _ 2 8 
Male Sa 59 ~ - 76 1 
Fenale 3 ay _ - 6 ak 
Mexican Nationals Se eM 3 318) 28 \129 12 
Nonvhi te . ~ - g 2 99 9 
Jamaican - — 8 2) _ 
Other _ ps b, = 99 9 
Prisoners of war ‘ - ~ _~ - 19 2 
Cutting 
All workers 103 LOO — - At, LOO 
Mele (under 18) 2 2 a oe 1a 46 
Female LOL 98 - - 13 54. 
Dry -Yard Men 
White,non-Mexican extraction 59 100 Zn Bs ee os 
Forenen 
-All workers lege ee TOU Ph 100 By 8kOO 
White, non—Mexican extraction 6 33 Ih 100 Se 100 
Local Mexican Le 67 hee = in £ 
Load and Haul 
. All workers zy 100 - ~ 149 ~=100 
White, non—Mexican extraction ak LOO ~ ~ 143 96 
Local’ Mexican - i = _ 6 iz 


‘T/ tess than 0.5 percent. mis apt is 


Ratos of pay.——Methods 5 of payne snt.varLed: both with type of worker 
and area, In the Tulare-fr sno district most: of the workers were paid 
on an hourly basis. potas picked fcr the market must be sclected care— 
Pula yer or color, Sicerand Sreodom. from dct ects, Payment on.an hourly 
basis has been found more conducive to; ‘careful work than: payment by the 
box. a fing tae 

Mexican Nationals were paid 75-cents an hour in this area, while 
other pickers were paid 80 and 85 cents, per hour, Growors indicated 
that this wage differential was justified because they had to guarantee 
the Mexican National a minimun amount of employment, had to transport — 
him. to and from camp, provide housing, take. care of his medical. needs 
and render other types of service. Average.vay per hour was practically 
the same for all groups of U. 5. workers, including the local Mexicans. 

Hehe ue es area local: and import :1 Mexican pickers were 

she hour, while the other white workers picked by the 


“Ordinarily paid by. 
ordinarily experienced pickers who could make much 


post). The Latter arer 


x. 
more at piece rates than by vhe pghejenale 


Tn ‘this area Mexican National workers were paid at the rate of 85 
cents an hour, the same rate as s for white workers of non-Mexican oxtrac— 


tion who worked on an hourly basis. Kost piece-rave workers were paid 
trom 2 uo LS conte: a por for Bn ee depending on. the yield, ace on sone 


trees, and other: factors, The most usual rate was J2 cents. 


-basisam These were largely n Nationals and were gencrally -paid 70 
cents.an hour. The base piece rate was 12 cents a box, the ceiling ‘rate 
vestabkishod by the speciticwege ceiling order for this operation, Al= 
most a third of. the workers, however, were paid at piece rates rane ping 
,irom 13 up to 25 cents Phas sea were paid in orchards in which’ 
ither the yields were light, the trees unusually tall, or other: pa as: 


Onl: a few of the pickers in the Sutter area were paid on an hourly 
La | 


e ig iy aS, 


op aek en which reduced the ont per day. 


The rate of pay for workers such as truck drivers and loaders was 
general . 


paic Lecce rate basis in allvareang ee 
the Tulare-Fresno area this rate was usually.15 cents a box, the range _ 
being from 14 to 16 cents, In the Sutter arca only one operator was 

gontacted who dried any peaches. He paid 12 cents a box for cutting,  - 


; Hours of work.--The usual workine day fur a peach picker in the 
Tulare-Fresno and Stanislaus arcas was 9 hours, One crew of Mexican 
Nationals worked 9.9 hours and a fow othcrs worked from 8 to 83 hours, 
but the- general practice, both for hourly and piece—-rate crews was to 
work 9 hours. the usual work wock was 6 days. However, employment was 
somewhat irregular in this arua, as the survey was made prior to the 
period of peak omployment, ‘ 


Table 19,.—lWage rates of workers engaged in the peach harvest, by major pro- 
, ducing area, California, - August.,— September..1945. 


erm 
e 


cee ®. aoe :__. _ Number and _ percent of workers. paid each. rate 
Operation - :Tulare-Fresno Area: Stanislaus Area: Sutter Area... :. 
and rate : Number ::: Percent : Number _: Percent: Number: Percent. 


———————————— 
Picking 3 rage . 
All workers |. 68s 100 ee. 100 ae Ay 100 
Hourly rate ; ’ Les ou 
TCIM bees 4 beeper “3 eas 99 g 
75 cents pases 9 Lei. - 5 8 1 
80 cents 248 28 oo va ~ o 
85 conts bie e 63 82 23 6 ay 
Rate per box . * glibc Ni 
12 cents - 130 37 72,0 63 
15 cents,’ vwwagh 3 19 RB pemrectte ster D re 
14 cents 2s ee eee eee ae 2D Wes uceal 
MPA COMEES Sere peters Saved RRR di es Qt anne LBD ict ix 
17 cents - - - = 6 Lf 
18 cents - de ov is y a 
19 cents * a pe Tne pe 21 5 
20 cents iS 2 = Sai i ie 
21 cents “ - - ES Se ee we 
25 cents a a. ae se 11 1 
Cutting a 
All workers 103 LOO - = py? 100 
Rate, per: bex - 
12 cents - - _ ~ Pua 100 
14 cents 16 15 _ = pS ee ee 
15 cents 71. 69 _- ne LSE: Be wt? 
16 cents 16 16 yet ates te ay 
Dry Yard Men be 
All workers 59° 100 et oF - 33 
Hourly rate . .° 
~ 75 cents 2 3 - - “a +433 
85 cents 36 61 lg a a y aeleins 
90 cents 3 » ~ = - a ne 
100 cents 18 31 pi sel tA ay one 
Foremen 
All workers 2G 100 re 100 g 100 © 
‘Hourly rate 
85 cents A Cx me - in ly gremes tenn 
“90 cents - = saadoeaty, Shahar es | Poesia se = 
100 cents - 8 ms - - Be. LD eben es 
HLOrcéentey th «8 aie a regard 2 a sei alll a 
125 cents th tins - Aoi al na et, hae \ oe 
150 cents _ ’ ~ 1 25 es ” 


ae rs ee ap a 


1/ Less than 0.5 portent, .. 
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aig at 


eagle f: aie 
Parts tae Ae ET are Sees 


The work: day inthe Sutter arca; Was Somew!.at shorter than in the others, 


ie * 


can pickers. worked 7.9 hours... Nenwhite pickers worked an average of 8.1 
hours. :Mexican Nationals paid” onan hourly basis had an average work-day of 


~ 10.0 hours (table 20), ~ 


‘The shorter work-day in the ‘Sutter areaiis associated with. two cir— 
cumstances, First, growers had to slow their rate of picking so as not to 
overpick the quotas established by the canneries, and second, workers were 
not eager to continue picking through the heat of the, afternoon unless it 
was necessary in order to.save the fruit, | is . 


Table 20.——Average hours of work per day of workers in the peach harvest by 
operation and major producing area, California, August-September 
1945. zi 3 ; ae 


Operation and : , Average hours of work per’ da ~ 
type of worker :Tulare—Fresno area: Stanislaus area: Sutter area 
Picking 
All workers Ts: a ‘a, Gh jnso OL 9,8 
White, non—Mexican extraction 
Hourly basis 6.9 5 905 my tp 950 
Piece rate ~ is Re = “pee 74 
Local Mexi cart = s 
Piece rate 8.8 — Se EO 
Mexican National c “ 4 
Hourly basis Z 3 909 ere 1060 
Piece rate i, Rk - 90 > Ser 
Nonwhi te = 9.0 ery 
Cutting . 8.5 ~ 7.0 
Dry Yard work : 9.0 : - a 
Loading , Ahad 4 “Of - 9.9 
Supervising 982 L063 iuftecs Pala 


Performance.——Output per worker engaged in peach picking depends on a 
number of factors, most important of which are yield, size of the fruit, 
height of the trees, and-proportion of scabby or deféctive fruit that must 
be drepped to the ground, Yield, size and-juality of fruit were all con 
ducive to high performance rates in the 1945 season, + 


— 29 = 


Table 21.—Performance per hour and per day of plece-rate workers in the 
peach harvest, by major procucing area’ and type of worker; 
Califernia, August — September LoL o 


Operation, area : Number of; Boxes handled 
and type of worker :_ Workers: Per hour :. Per day 
Packing | 5. | ia} Me i 
Stanislaus area : 
White . non—Mexican extraction 238 10.7 96.9 
Male Boe TOS? 96.9 
Female. cae “7 6 ~ | ~ 
Mexican National 22 O69 98.3 
Jamaican; ; 8 ~ -- 


Sutter area 


Whites, non-Mexican extraction 720. ia. one Zac 
Male 546 > Oce les 
Female 210) 8.6 62 
Lecal Mexican 78 pees 61.9 
Mexican National ‘* : 2 ADEA 652 
Nonwhites wo? 1035 85 ok 
Cutting : i 
Tulare-Fresno area _ e293 ‘ AeT Doan 
Sutter area °* He Shel, 2549 
Sa ae ay eee ee ee eee ey SSS ea ee ae SU 


In the Stanislaus area the average Ouvput per picker paid piece rates 
was 10.7 boxes per heur,. Mexican Nationals who worked at piece rates had 
the highest average, 10.9 boxes, and the white women of non—Mexican extrac— 
tion had the lowest, 10.1 boxes, Output per day varied correspondingly, 
from 91.3 to 98.3 boxes (table 21). 


In the Sutter area the pickers axresed 9.8 boxes per hour. The white 
werkers of non-Mexican extraction averaged 9.9 boxes, the men 10.4 and the 
wemen 8.6. Local Mexicans, however, averaged 7,8 boxes, the nonwhites EO. Ss 
and the Mexican Nationals 11.4. No check was made to ascertain why, perform— 
ance rates were Slightly higher in the Stanislaus area, The present study 
indicates, however, that the higher the proportion of women pickers in the 
Sutter area was partially responsible. 


_Peach cutters in the Tulare—Fresno area averaged 4.7 boxes per hour and 
39.7 per day, while those in the Sutter area averaged 3.7 boxes per hour and 
25.9 per day. Cutting rates usually depended on the size and quality of the 
fruit. In this particular case the higher performance in the Tulare—Fresno 
area was caused by the fact that most of the workers were acult women, while 
those in the Sutter district were largely boys and girls 12 to 15 years of 
age. 


sus 


Earnings,.—Earnings’ at hourly rates were significantly. lower than av 
piece rates, Average daily earnings of aes paid hourly rates aan 

from $7.40 for local Mexicans in the Tulare~iresno area +o. 6.50 for other 
whites of non-Mexican extraction in the Stanislaus area. Only 2 crews worked 
at piece rates in the Tulare-Fresno area, and they earned an average of | $9 50 
per'man per day, White: male pickers of non-Mexican extraction at piece rates 
in the Stanislaus area earned $12,50 in a §~hour day, or an average of ~— 
“1.38 an hour, The women pickers earned $12,00 in the same time, or an aver— 
age,of $1.33 an hour (tatiLe 22) 6 


Table Spear seve earnings of workers in the peach harvest by operation and 
“major producing area, California,. - August - September, 1945. 


: Tulare- : Stanislaus : Sutter 
Operation and a ee area __—s_ 3, ~— area 
type of worker > Per) “3 Per’: Per? :'Per/:) Per aaeer 
sc heur <Sday svhours wday~ s:chourmen Gey ee 
Picking ‘ 
All workers |» #284 4O7.40 $1524 “$11.30 Sisto 
White, non—Mexican extraction .. . 
Hourly basis 083 he LO 290 6550 "6 /semosoe 
Piece rate - O50 ig 360. 212 3 bUy ee ee ee 
Local Mexican 
Piece rate . Ase A TipyNe im = 1,00 T6660 
Mexican National 
Hourly basis e/5 7240 oS5 Tell AAS! ¥ enie®) 
Piece rate - - Pails Mgke eiOr ties ee ee 
Nonwhite - - Meee 3 cede Lue 37 11.10 
Cutting «70 6,00 - - 60 4.20 
Dry yard work ~ 9 BY BPLONE Gee ctege ao ee 
Loading | 085; dhe 50 = “ oe), Beeeke 
Supervising eoe Si Z0l Pee Oe eb oe sue moe oT 


pickers earned an average of $1.24 an . 


In the Sutter area, ee ae rave p 
f non-Mexican extraction cee F162) 


hour and $9.20 a day. White worker o 
an hour and local Merci cana.:61..00: 


Quite as significant was the difference in earnings between workers who 
picked peaches and those who cut them. The lattcr type of work is commonly , 
performed by women and children in the shade of a cutting shed and is regarded 
as less difficult work. than. picking. 

Greatest disparity in earnings was in the Sutter area. While the pickers 
were earning “1.15 an hour the cutters averaged only 60 cents, Adult cutters 
averaged 86 cents an hour, however, while the 12-year-old.children averaged 
only 29 cents, 


© 


«i 


ma te 


Earnings were Significantly higher in the Stanislaus and Sutter areas 
than in the Tulare-Fresno district. This is in accord with the usual wage 
rate and earnings pattern in the State. In general, wage rates and earn— 
ings increase with distance from the Mexican border... In the Tulare-Fresno 
area 74 percent of the peach pickers made less than $7.50 a day, whereas 
none of those ia the Stanislaus area earned that small. an amount and only 
13 percent of those in the Sutter arca (table 23). Only 5 percent of the 
Pickers in the Tulare—Fresno area earned over $9.00 a day as compared to 
74 percent in “he Stanislaus area, and 76 percent in the Sutter area. 


Table 23,—Daily earnings of workers in the peach harvest by operation and 
major producing area, California, August —, September 1945. 


Asher ee se 
F > \Tularesfresno tyra) yn : : 
Operation : we 1 . Stanislaus area  [ Sutter area 
ALlwG e- ° 


and earnings 


: ' 
: Number : Percent. : Number : Percent Number : Percent 
er = fercent, : Number: er: rercent 


Picking ; ; 

All workers bp S85. : eakGo oe 354 100 1,806 100 
Under :$7.50;; 655 Hd. = 0. Sebo ewao 13 
$7.50 — 8.99 187 21 7 re - 206 ale. 
9.00 and over phd bevcieots eine 263 1 19364376 

Cutting © ners sore 

All workers LOS 1,00 ~ - Ze: 100 
Under $5.00 20 20 si args pion iin tS ie OZ ee) 
$5.00 — 6.99 63 q passe ree “ 
$7200 and over 20. 1¢ Pe speek aargeees! a 

Dry yard work | 

All workers 59 100 Wn wy erie s i 
Under $7.50. | 13 2 = a, STE TH ith Bs 
te50. —8B299 ° oe. 33 56 2 Saye CRAY Taek 
$9.00 and over 13 22 de bes oe i 


Supervising 


All workers | 18 - 100 4 100 8 ~ 100 
Under $8.00 3 7 se tes 1 13 
#8400 ~ 9.99 4 76 1 25 dehy he 
$10.00 and over i 4 2 75 6 715 

ere es tes ener eae 


Perquisites.—wWorkers in the peach harvest in California ordinarily 
live in camps maintained by private individuals or Simply pitch a tent in 
the orchard in which they are going to work, Other workers live in WFA 
Farm Labor Supply Centers or in camps maintained by the California. Farm 
Production Council or some other public or scmi-public agency, The harvest 
Season is so short that farm operators do not feel they would be justified 
financially in erecting cabins to be used only a few weeks in the year.» 
Hence if they furnish anything it is limited to camping space, drinking 
water and sanitary facilitics, 


es ae 


When located near urban areas, growers frequently drive to town daily 
and pick up a crew of workers, This has become more common during the war 
period as many workers no°Llonger have means of transportation of their own, 
Mexican Nationals have received more perquisites than is usual for 
workers in this harvest... Growers cithvr had to furnish them housing or 
keep them in community camps and transport them to-and from work daily 
(table 24), The lattcr was most common in*the Modesto area. The workers 
were transported to and from Modesto or other towns daily. Only a few were 
furnished lodzing. in the Sutter area it was more common to provide some . 
type of lodging. 


Table 24.—-Number and proportion of workers in the peach harvest who received 


various types of perquisites; by operation, area. ‘and type of 
worker, California O45 
: Tulare-—Fresno ; Stanislaus : Sutter 
2 area : area Se area 
Operation - ¢ Number:Percent: Number:Percent: Number :Percent 
and type of worker ". sworkers :workers :worikers :workers:workers :workers 
' srecelv—:receiv—:receiv—:receiv- :receiv-:receiv— 
lh) EOS ist aie ra zing ange say tin 
Picking 
White, non—Moxican extraction ’ 
Ledging : = = a ie 39 5 
Transportation 54 18 a5 10 18 2 
Local Mexican e 
Lodging 19 4, - a = a 
Transpertation™ - L605 89 8 = 20 OE 
Mexican National .- 3 = - 
Lodging ea LOO a 100 129 100 
Transportation . 21 100 &* " 92 92 129 100 
Cutting 
Transportation 49 48 ot 2, ad RR 
Dry yard work A 
House ; 4, 7 oes pa = =a 
Transportation ; . ce - x ma ad a 
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Methois of sampiling.—In the Tulare-Fresno area 20 shippers handle 90 
percent. of the peaches that are snipped by rail to eastern markets. Pcaches 
are also shipped ‘by truck to the local markets ‘on the Pacific Coast, but’ this 
movement is less well organized and no attempt was made to obtain a sample 
from ‘it... Most of the. shippers maintain their own picking crews, the’ others 
know which of Lecce growers are picking during - Ke particular week. * 


Ce Sa 


A list of these shippers was made, first in gcographical sequence 
from north to south by shipping point, and second in alphabetical order 
for each shipping point, It was decided to enumerate all pickers working 
for every other firm beginning with the second one on the lists, In case 
the pickers were employed directly by the growers rather than by the ship— 
per, the reports were to be obtained fron the growers. Enumeration was 
also to be made of any cutting crews hired by the growers in the sample. 

A different sampling procedure was followed in the other two areas, 
as data had to be obtained directly from the growers and no current list of 


“growers! names was available. Tho concentrated peach production area in 


Stanislaus County was divided into 62 blocks containing approximately the 
same number of operators as indicated by a detailed road map. The enuncr-— 
ator was required to contact one grower in each of 50 of these blocks and 
to enumerate all members of his picking crew. This resulted in approxi- 
mately a 10 percent sample. ; 


- In the Sutter areca the sampling was also done on a geographical basis, 
The roads in the concentrated peach district were marked off into a total 
of 133 blocks and the enumerators instructed to obtain a report in cach 
blockjsor-in‘a group of blocks in those areas in which all operators were 
not peach growers. This amountcd to &@ sample of 75 growers, spread widely 
over the area and employiiig approximately 20 pereent of the pickers, 
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